Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79S01057A000400010040-1

il

Bt

S /}/»Z;,/;‘W

'/ THE END is not yet, in the
tragic case of Dr. J. Robert
Oppenheimer. Now that
Washington officialdom has
digested the massive tran-
script released by the Atomic
Energy Commission, there is
grave and widespread worry
about the many breaches of
security that the transeript

" ~gontains.

{ﬁAmong {those reliably re-
ported to be acutely dis-
turbed is, the chairman of
the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion’s own General Advisory
Committee, the brilliant Dr.
I. I. Rahi. In the Pentagon,
too, and especially in the Air
Force (which is most inti-
mately affected) the release
of the Oppenheimer tran-
seript is regarded as the most
wholesale disclosure of se-
cret matter in a very long
time,

£33 It is true, of course, that

“oMhe transcript was edited for
security as it accumulated
during the hearings. Yet the

and in some cases actually
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the air sample the most re-
liable of the several avail-
able methods of long-range
detection, and disclosed that
our analysts know the pre-
cise character of the Soviet
ombs listed thus far.

Revealed a multitude of
never published facts allow-
“ing detailed reconstruction of
the basic recommendations
of the ~ Vista report, also
hitherto top secret, including
Vista's controversial ,Cha p-
ter Five. And this is espe-
cially interesting. For Chap-
ter Five of the Vista report
led the then General Eisen-
hower to make important
m cations in his strategy
of West European defense,
and these modifications - still
éside the thinking at SHAPE,

')® Revealed many vital de-
i thils, also hitherto secret,
about the famous Lincoln
study- of continental air de-
fense, together with some
supplementary data on Lin-
coln’s predecessor, Project

f

editing was obviously hasty,/ zgparles.
1/

contradictary. {

i+ Moreover the security offi-
“Acers plainly  expected that
the document they were
editing would have only the
most limited . circulation.
Hence they used a ridiculous-
* ly transparent system of sub-
stituting rows of dots for
questionable words and
phrases.
duces a series
about as hard to unravel as
“Mary had a . .. lamb.” As
a result, the relecase of the
transeript has done the fol-
lowing things:
7 ® Revealed the existence
f the hitherto top secret Air
Force project, AFOAT I, for
long-range detection of So-
viet atomic and thermonu-
clear explosions. This pin-
points the operational setup
of our longrange detection
~-System.
“{; ® Revealed that our sci-
entific analysts have found

This system pro-.

,(} .
of . puzzleg-~

s Revealed the exact timing

f the vital discovery by Dr.
Edwin Teller, which revolu-
tionized the whole hydrogen
bomb project. This lets the
Soviet intelligence pinpoint
the moment when our H-bomb
project really got going, and
so gives Soviet analysts the
perfect base on which to cal-
~eylate our H-bomb stockpile.

Revealed certain other
ata that the Soviet intelli-
gence officers can quite prob-
ably put together with their
own air samples, and so infer
the exact nature of this dis-
covery of Dr. Teller’s, which
is the main theme of our H-
bomb technology. By any
standard, these are masssive
revelations. What is much
worse, however, is what the
intelligence analysts call the
“totality” of the picture that
the Oppenheimer transecript
paints. In this document,. for
the first .time, you find the
exact course of the most

secret arguments, the precise
climate of the highest official
opinion, " all the complex
shadings of viewpoint and ap-
proach, as to several of Amer-
ica’s most vital strategic
problems. o

This totality of disclosure
really must be beyond pride
for the Kremlin. For it per-

-mits the most difficult of all

intelligence feats —an  ac-

curale assessment of enemy ||

intention.
In the opinion of these re-

porters, security should never .

conceal from the Nation the
basic facts of the national
situation, yet there have been
security investigations when
facts were published that
were well known to the enemy
but not to Americans., And
now the Oppenheimer tran-
script has - told the enemy
volumes he could never other-
wise have learned with cer-
tainty.

And wio, one asks, was re-
sponsible for this Operation-
spill-the-beans? The answer
is simple. The man principally
responsilile was the Chairman
of the Atomic Energy Com-
mission, Admiral Lewis
Strauss, the passionate guard-
ian of security, who fought
and bled to prevent the coun-
try being told the truth about
its situation by Operation
Candor.

The history of Operation
Spill-the-beans is long, com-
plex and unappetizing. But
the motive shines clearly
through. The motive was to
gain advance support for Ad-
miral Strauss’s finding against
Dr. Oppenheimer, by making
public such stuff as the Wil-
liam Liscum Borden poison
pen letter, with its wugly
charges that were unanimous-
ly repudiated by hoth the Gor-
don Gray board and the AEC
itself, In these ecircumstances,
it is interesting to recall that
Dr. Oppenheimer was held
perfectly guiltless of any dis-
closure of secret matter.
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